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SIERRA FOOTHILLS, Murphys, California – Ironstone’s Growing Portfolio of Wine Brands now Marketed under the Kautz Family Vineyards Umbrella.
The Kautz Family, founders and owners of Ironstone Vineyards, recently announced it will be marketing its branded wine portfolio under the Kautz Family Vineyards name. This announcement, intended to reflect the on-going family ownership and breadth of portfolio beyond the Ironstone brand, comes in tandem with a redesigned package for Ironstone wines. They will still operate under their current corporate licensed name, Kautz Vineyards, Inc. 

The new Ironstone label now proudly displays the simple Roman numeral IV — meant to represent four generations of family farmers and their commitment to family heritage. “Adding the branded portfolio name of Kautz Family Vineyards demonstrates our family’s continued commitment to a family-owned and operated winery with a growing portfolio of wine brands that goes beyond our flagship Ironstone brand name,” said John Kautz, CEO and second-generation family member. 

With over 5,000 acres of vineyards in Lodi and the Sierra Foothills AVAs, the Kautz Family is one of the top 10 winegrape growers and top 10 family-owned and operated wineries in the United States. In addition to the Ironstone Winery and Entertainment Complex, located in the Sierra Foothills historic Gold Rush town of Murphys, the Kautz Family owns and operates the Bear Creek winery facility located in Lodi, California. The family currently produces and globally 
-- more --

markets six wine brands including Ironstone, Ironstone Reserves, Christine Andrew, Sonoma Creek, Dog Tail Vineyards and Leaping Horse Vineyards. The family also produces a variety of brands exclusive to the export market as well as several private label projects.
About Kautz Family Vineyards: 
For four generations, sustainable farming and viticulture have been our way of life. In 1988, John Kautz, with his wife Gail and their four children dedicated themselves to the creation of a wine of their own. While still maintaining grape sales to top wineries around the world, they launched Kautz wines, which evolved into Ironstone Vineyards — a wine brand dedicated to the production of exceptional wines of unparalleled quality, outstanding value and everyday approachability. 
In 1989, using dynamite, pick axes and shovels, a crew of miners carved through limestone and Calaveras Schist Rock on Gail’s family ranch in Murphys, California and fashioned the site of Ironstone’s wine aging caverns which lay beneath the winery. 
While John and Gail continue to maintain an active role at the winery, it’s the third-generation of the Kautz Family that now plays a major role in every aspect of the operation. The fourth-generation is just now learning the family business, literally, from the ground up as they spend time in the vineyards. “Our family has always felt that great wines are the result of exceptional caretaking of the vineyards. We are family first and farmers second. This is what we know and we’re proud that wine critics and judges around the globe agree that our family offers an amazing array of award-winning wines at an exceptional value,” stated Stephen Kautz, President. 
Many wines from the Kautz Family Vineyards portfolio can be found around the world in restaurants and local stores. For more information about the Kautz Family, and Ironstone, please visit www.ironstonevineyards.com
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