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SIERRA FOOTHILLS, Murphys, California – Kautz Family Vineyards gives a new look to its Ironstone Reserve line of wines.
Kautz Family Vineyards, one of the top 10 winegrape growers and top 10 family-owned and operated wineries in the United States, has recently updated the packaging for their Ironstone Reserve wines. Starting this month, Ironstone Reserves, estate grown and bottled at the Ironstone Winery, will be seen in their new package at fine dining establishments and wine shops throughout the United States and select international markets.
The elegant new package now states that the Sierra Foothills appellation wines are Estate Grown. Inspired by the family’s multi-generational farming heritage and commitment to sustainable viticulture, the new front label has many interesting design elements. A main focal point is an exquisite illustration that represents both the Sierra Foothills and eastern Lodi grape growing regions where the Kautz Family vineyard holdings reside. Another element includes the fact that they are 4th Generation Family Growers with Frederick Kautz, founding the family’s Lodi farm in 1923. The back label talks about the family’s ongoing commitment to sustainability — The Kautz Family has been practicing sustainable viticulture for over 30 years.
At 2,400 feet above sea level in the southern portion of the Sierra Foothills AVA, the family’s 110-acre Hay Station Ranch vineyard, located adjacent to the Ironstone Winery complex, has many varieties that thrive in its rich, mineral soils composed of volcanic sediment, decomposed granite and red clay. 
--- more ---

Over 15 different varietals are grown on both bi and quad lateral cordon trellising where grapes ripen in the warm summer sun and benefit from the evening cooling that comes from the Sierra Nevada Mountain range. Here, just a two hour drive northwest from Yosemite National Park, the average annual rainfall is between 30-35 inches and a common winter sight is to see the dormant vineyards dusted with snow.

In addition to the Ironstone Winery and Entertainment Complex, located in the Sierra Foothills historic Gold Rush town of Murphys, the Kautz Family owns and operates the Bear Creek winery facility located in Lodi, California. The family currently produces and globally markets six wine brands including Ironstone, Ironstone Reserves, Christine Andrew, Sonoma Creek, Dog Tail Vineyards and Leaping Horse Vineyards. The family also produces a variety of brands exclusive to the export market as well as several private label projects.
About Kautz Family Vineyards: 
With over 5,000 acres of vineyards in Lodi and the Sierra Foothills AVAs, the Kautz Family continues to be recognized as of the top 10 winegrape growers and top 10 family-owned and operated wineries in the United States. 
For four generations, sustainable farming and viticulture have been our way of life. In 1988, John Kautz, with his wife Gail and their four children dedicated themselves to the creation of a wine of their own. While still maintaining grape sales to top wineries around the world, they launched Kautz wines, which evolved into Ironstone Vineyards — a wine brand dedicated to the production of exceptional wines of unparalleled quality, outstanding value and everyday approachability. 
--- more ---
In 1989, using dynamite, pick axes and shovels, a crew of miners carved through limestone and Calaveras Schist Rock on Gail’s family ranch in Murphys, California and fashioned the site of Ironstone’s wine aging caverns which lies beneath the winery.  While John and Gail continue to maintain an active role at the winery, it’s the third-generation of the Kautz Family that now plays a major role in every aspect of the operation. The fourth-generation is just now learning the family business, literally, from the ground up as they spend time in the vineyards. 
Many wines from the Kautz Family Vineyards portfolio can be found around the world in restaurants and local stores. For more information about the Kautz Family, and Ironstone, please visit www.ironstonevineyards.com
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